Aotat.20.]    Johnson a 'true-born Englishman'
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was some obscure man, Pope said, ' he will soon be
We shall presently sec, from a note written by Pope, that he
was himself afterwards more successful in his inquiries than his
friend.
That in this justly-celebrated poem may be found a few rhymes2 which the critical precision of English prosody at this day would disallow, cannot be denied ; but with this small imperfection, which in the general blaze of its excellence is not perceived, till the mind has subsided into cool attention, it is, undoubtedly, one of the noblest productions in our language, both for sentiment and expression. The nation was then in that ferment against the court and the ministry, which some years after ended in the downfall of Sir Robert Walpole ; and as it has been said, that Tories are Whigs when out of place, and Whigs, Tories when in place ; so, as a Whig administration ruled with what force it could, a Tory opposition had all the animation and all the eloquence of resistance to power, aided by the common topicks of patriotism, liberty, and independence ! Accordingly, we find in Johnson's London the most spirited invectives against tyranny and oppression, the warmest predilection for his own country, and the purest love of virtue ; interspersed with traits of his own particular character and situation, not omitting his prejudices as a 'true-born Englishman3,' not only against foreign
He and liis son, Jonathan Richardson, junior, brought out together Explanatory Notes on Paradise Lost.
* Sir Joshua Reynold's, from the information of the younger Richardson. BOSWELL. See post, Oct. 16, 1769, where Johnson himself relates this anecdote. According to Murphy, ' Pope said, "The author, whoever he is, will not be long concealed;" alluding to the passage in Terence \_Eun. ii. 3,4], Ubi, uit cst, din celari non fotest.' Murphy's John son, p. 35.
2  Such nsfar and air, which comes twice; vain and man, despair and bar.
3  It is, however, remarkable, that lie uses the epithet, which undoubtedly, since the union between England and1 Scotland, ought to dcno-
YOL. I.
minate the natives of both parts of our island :—
'Was early taught a BRITON'S rights to prize.' BOSWELL. Swift, in his Journal to Stella (Nov. 23, 1711), having to mention England, continues :—' I never will call it Britain, pray don't call it Britain.' In a letter written on Aug. 8, 1738, again mentioning England, he adds,—' Pox on the1 modern phrase Great Britain, which is only to distinguish it from Little Britain, where old clothes and old books are to be bought and sold' (Swift's Works, 1803, xx. 185). George III 'gloried in being born a Briton ;' post, 1760. Boswell thrice more at least describes Johnson as 'a true-born K                                        countries,n Georgia, with great brutality (Ib. p. 88). According to Benjamin Franklin (Memoirs, i. 162) Georgia was settled with little forethought.
